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Egmont in his arms ; and so, " both weeping, they took
a last farewell."
Thereupon the Prince wrote a series of letters to the
King, the Regent, to de Berghes in Spain, to Egmont,
and to Horn, in all of which he announced his resolve to
withdraw from all offices, and to betake himself to Ger-
many. He seems still to have cherished a forlorn hope
that by fair "words he might yet avert from himself and
from his outlawry and confiscation. He wrote a stately
official farewell to the Regent, rehearsing his services
and sacrifices., and declaring his loyalty and good faith.
He withdrew his daughter, Marie, who had been in the
Court of the Duchess for the last three years. To the
King he wrote a long justification of his acts as governor,
and formally renounced his offices, on the ground that
he could not accept the general and unlimited terms of
the novel oath demanded, whilst he purposed to remain
a loyal subject. To Egmont and to Horn he sent epistles,
in the Latin tongue, evidently prepared by some learned
scribe, and for the use perhaps of clerical readers, full
of sonorous compliments, stately protestations, and
official asseverations of loyalty and patriotism. To de
Berghes, in Madrid, he wrote, that he could no longer
stay to see the ruin pf the country, which he was unable
to avert. Having satisfied all the conventions, he with-
drew to Breda, which he reached safely on the llth
April. The last letter of the Regent overflows with
protestations of confidence and affection; she begs him
to remain ever true and faithful to his King; she will
ever cherish him as her own son; and hopes soon to
have again under her roof his dear daughter, whom she
loves as her own. She prays the Creator to give him

